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COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING DECISION 

of 7.6.2018 

amending Commission Implementing Decision C(2017) 8863 on the financing of 

humanitarian aid operational priorities from the 2018 general budget of the European 

Union 

ECHO/WWD/BUD/2018/01000 

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION, 

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/96 of 20 June 1996 concerning 

humanitarian aid
1
, and in particular Article 2, Article 4 and Article 15(2) and (3) thereof, 

Having regard to Council Decision 2013/755/EU of 25 November 2013 on the association of 

the overseas countries and territories with the European Union ('Overseas Association 

Decision')
2

, and in particular Article 79 thereof, 

Having regard to Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the European Parliament and of 

the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the 

Union
3
, and in particular Article 84(2) thereof, 

Whereas:  

(1) Commission Decision C(2017) 8863
4
 provides for the financing of humanitarian aid 

operational priorities from the 2018 general budget of the European Union for a total 

amount of EUR 842 200 000 from budget articles 23 02 01 and 23 02 02. 

(2) The Commission is committed to providing a humanitarian response in those areas 

where humanitarian needs are greatest. Accordingly, when required by changing 

circumstances in the field which might affect existing humanitarian needs or generate 

new needs, the humanitarian response may be subject to reorientation or scaling-up in 

the course of  implementation of actions. Union financial assistance may also have to 

be awarded to new actions to satisfy exacerbated or increased humanitarian needs. 

(3) The global humanitarian context has been characterised by an increase in humanitarian 

needs in locations such as Burkina Faso and Mauritania, the two countries are facing a 

new food and nutrition crisis in 2018, linked to an early agro-pastoral lean season and 

affecting particularly the Southern regions, Haiti experiencing a severe food crisis, 

Libya where further increase of violence over the past months caused new forced 

displacement, Ukraine where fighting continues around the hotspots along the contact 

line, Yemen where the increasing scale of the needs, their wide geographical spread, 

the progressive collapse of basic services and institutions and the extreme access 

restrictions are exerting an enormous pressure on the already over-stretched and 

                                                 
1 OJ L 163, 2.7.1996, p. 1. 
2 OJ L 344, 19.12.2013, p. 1. 
3 OJ L 298, 26.10.2012, p. 1. 
4 Commission Implementing Decision C(2017) 8863 final of 3.1.2018 financing humanitarian aid 

operational priorities from the 2018 general budget of the European Union - 

ECHO/WWD/BUD/2018/01000. 
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underfunded humanitarian community, Bangladesh where there is a need to scale up 

the urgent preparedness actions, Somalia where humanitarian needs remain significant 

due to the continued severe drought and armed conflict. Furthermore, following the 

two strong earthquakes which struck Mexico on 7 and 19 September 2017 needs in 

livelihood rehabilitation and community infrastructures, notably schools, remain 

outstanding. 

(4) Pursuant to the contribution agreement concluded with the Department for 

International Development (DFID) of the United Kingdom Government, as amended 

in accordance with Decision C(2017) 8292
5
, the latter provides a total contribution of 

approximately EUR 228 771 620 to the European Union over the years 2014 to 2019 

in support of humanitarian aid actions in the Sahel, from which an amount of 

EUR 36 000 000 is to be used in 2018. 

(5) With the establishment of a Facility for Refugees in Turkey
6
, the assistance aiming, 

inter alia, at addressing the humanitarian needs of refugees present in Turkey should 

be coordinated with the Member States which contributed EUR 634 038 000 to the 

Union's budget as external assigned revenue in 2017. Insofar as the financing 

coordinated through the Facility for Refugees in Turkey concerns humanitarian 

assistance, it is to be implemented in line with Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/96 

and according to the principles laid down in the European Consensus on Humanitarian 

Aid
7
.  

(6) According to the latest figures, over the last 6 years more than 3.5 million Syrians 

have been registered by the authorities in Turkey and granted Temporary Protection 

(TP). In addition, there are over 350 000 people registered under international, 

subsidiary protection or asylum seekers status. This makes Turkey the country hosting 

the highest number of refugees in the world. An initial allocation of EUR 23 000 000 

from budget article 23 02 01 is therefore to be assigned to address the related 

humanitarian needs. 

(7) Budgetary allocations within the specific objectives should be revised in light of the 

evolving circumstances and the related humanitarian needs, without prejudice to the 

flexibility for non-substantial changes to be adopted by the authorising officer by 

delegation. 

(8) Non-substantial changes under this Decision are to be calculated by reference to the 

maximum contribution, excluding the contributions received from other donors 

pursuant to Article 21(2)(b) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012. 

(9) To date, the Commission's authorising officer by delegation adopted non-substantial 

changes consisting of the reallocation of resources between specific objectives and 

made increases to this Decision for an amount equivalent to EUR 161 600 000. 

                                                 
5 Commission Decision C(2017) 8292 of 12 December 2017 approving the signing of an amended 

Contribution Agreement with the United Kingdom Department for International Development (DFID) 

on a contribution to support humanitarian aid operations in the Sahel (PHASE). 
6 Commission Decision C(2015) 9500 of 24 November 2015 on the coordination of the actions of the 

Union and of the Member States through a coordination mechanism — the Refugee Facility for Turkey 

(OJ C 407, 8.12.2015, p. 8). 
7 Joint Statement by the Council and the Representatives of the Governments of the Member States 

meeting within the Council, the European Parliament and the European Commission 'The European 

Consensus on Humanitarian Aid', OJ C25, 30.1.2008, p. 1. 
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(10) This Decision complies with the conditions laid down in Article 94 of Commission 

Delegated Regulation (EU) No 1268/2012
8
. 

(11) The measures provided for in this Decision are in accordance with the opinion of the 

Humanitarian Aid Committee established by Article 17(1) of Council Regulation (EC) 

No 1257/96, 

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:  

Sole Article 

Decision C(2017) 8863 is amended as follows: 

(1) Article 1 is amended as follows: 

(a) Paragraphs (1) and (2) are replaced by the following: 

'1. A maximum contribution from the Union budget to the financing of 

humanitarian aid operational priorities is set at EUR 1 037 600 000, of which 

EUR 987 600 000 shall be financed from budget article 23 02 01 and EUR 50 000 000 

shall be financed from budget article 23 02 02, of the 2018 general budget of the 

European Union, is approved. 

The amount from budget article 23 02 01 referred to above includes a contribution 

amounting to EUR 36 000 000, received by the Union from the Department for 

International Development (DFID) of the United Kingdom Government, to be used in 

support humanitarian aid operations in the Sahel. 

2. The humanitarian actions shall be implemented in order to: 

(a) Provide humanitarian and food assistance, relief and protection to vulnerable 

people affected by man-made crises, possibly aggravated by natural disasters, 

including new crises and existing crises where the scale and complexity of the 

humanitarian crisis is such that it seems likely to continue. 

A total of EUR  877 350 000 from budget article 23 02 01 is allocated to this 

specific objective. 

(b) Provide humanitarian and food assistance, relief and protection to vulnerable 

people affected by natural disasters that have entailed major loss of life, 

physical and psychological or social suffering or material damage. 

A total of EUR 71 250 000 from budget article 23 02 01 is allocated to this 

specific objective. 

(c) Provide humanitarian assistance for response and disaster preparedness to 

populations affected by disasters where a small scale response is adequate and 

to populations affected by epidemic outbreaks. 

A total of EUR 18 000 000 from budget article 23 02 01 is allocated to this 

specific objective. 

(d) Support strategies and complement existing strategies that enable local 

communities and institutions to better prepare for, mitigate and respond 

                                                 
8 Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 1268/2012 of 29 October 2012 on the rules of application 

of Regulation (EU) No 966/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the financial rules 

applicable to the general budget of the Union (OJ L 362, 31.12.2012, p. 1). 
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adequately to natural disasters by enhancing their capacities to cope and 

respond, thereby increasing resilience and reducing vulnerability. 

A total of EUR 50 000 000 from budget article 23 02 02 is allocated to this 

specific objective. 

(e) Improve the delivery of aid through complementary and thematic activities 

aiming at increasing the effectiveness, efficiency, quality, timeliness and 

visibility of humanitarian actions and transport. 

A total of EUR 21 000 000 from budget article 23 02 01 is allocated to this 

specific objective. 

This specific objective shall be met through achieving the following sub-

specific objectives: 

(i) Strengthen the global humanitarian preparedness and response capacity 

of humanitarian partners by increasing the effectiveness and reinforcing the 

capacity of international humanitarian organisations and non-governmental 

organisations to assess, analyse, prepare and respond to humanitarian crises. 

A total of EUR 3 500 000 from budget article 23 02 01 is allocated to this sub-

specific objective. 

(ii) Improve the conditions for delivering humanitarian aid by supporting 

transport services to ensure that aid is accessible to beneficiaries, including by 

means of medical evacuation of humanitarian staff where the unavailability of 

such transport services could adversely affect the timely and effective 

provision of assistance to beneficiaries.  

A total of EUR 14 800 000 from budget article 23 02 01 is allocated to this 

sub-specific objective. 

(iii) Increase awareness, understanding of and support for humanitarian 

issues, especially in the Union and in third countries where the Union is 

funding major humanitarian operations through public awareness and 

information campaigns. Communication actions in 2018 will also contribute, 

where appropriate, to the corporate communication of the Commission, in 

particular regarding the EU's role in the world (A stronger global actor) as well 

as to the corporate communication cluster "An EU that protects". 

A total of EUR 2 000 000 from budget article 23 02 01 is allocated to this sub-

specific objective. 

(iv) Provide high quality European education and professional 

qualifications on humanitarian action that impact on humanitarian aid policy 

and practice. 

A total of EUR 700 000 from budget article 23 02 01 is allocated to this sub-

specific objective. 

Annex 1 to this Decision reflects the above-mentioned allocations by specific 

objectives. 

Annex 2 to this Decision gives an indication of the contemplated allocation by 

countries/regions.' 

(b) A fifth paragraph is added to Article 1 as follows: 
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'5. The implementation of paragraphs 1 to 4 is subject to the availability of the 

relevant appropriations.' 

 

(2) Annex 1 is replaced by Annex 1 to this Decision. 

(3) Annex 2 is replaced by Annex 2 to this Decision. 

 

Done at Brussels, 7.6.2018 

 For the Commission 

 Christos STYLIANIDES 

 Member of the Commission 
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